
Syllabus  
 

FAMOUS ART THEFTS 
 

Carnegie Heights:  Monday, 9 a.m. 
MAB2/Hybrid:  Monday, 12:45 

Instructor: Fran Smith 
fransmith7335@gmail.com 

 
This class will highlight the exploration of famous art thefts around the world, the challenges 
involved in recovering stolen artworks, the vulnerabilities that museums face, and the cultural 
significance of these masterpieces that are lost and, hopefully, found. Each theft is fascinating 
in its own way. 
 
2/2   Napoleon’s plunder 
 
2/9   Theft of the Mona Lisa 
 
2/16   NO CLASS (Presidents’ Day) 
 
2/23   Stolen Van Gogh’s 
 
3/3   NO CLASS 
 
3/9   The Scream 
 
3/16   NO CLASS (Spring Break) 
 
3/23   The Ghent Altarpiece  
 
3/31   Nazi plunder 
 
4/6   Recovery of Nazi plunder 
 
4/13   Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum heist  
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